THE PERSONAL PREROGATIVES

other advice which your Majesty may think more likely to conduce
to your Majesty's service and the advantage of the country'.1

The King mentioned, in his reply, that he could not help feeling that
the Government existed only by the support of the House of Commons,
and that the loss of Lord Althorp's services in that House had to be
viewed with that consideration in mind.'2' Lord Melbourne had an
audience next day. He suggested that Lord John Russell might lead the
House, but the King objected that he would make a wretched figure
when opposed by Sir Robert Peel and Mr Stanley and that he favoured
certain policies with which the King did not agree. Further, the King
stated that the conduct of Lord Brougham had tended to shake his
confidence in the Government. As to the former objection. Lord
Melbourne observed that the King 'would be at full liberty to refuse
his assent to any measure submitted to him' and that Lord Melbourne
and several of his colleagues had not committed themselves on the
subject in question. Lord Melbourne did not, in any case, express any
doubt as to his ability to carry on the Government. The King, however,
believed that, in view of its resources in the House of Commons, the
Government could not carry on satisfactorily, and that it would be
broken up at a less convenient moment.3 Accordingly, he wrote to
Lord Melbourne 'that he conceives that the general weight and con-
sideration of the present Government is so much diminished in the
House of Commons, and in the country at large, as to render it im-
possible that they should continue to conduct the public affairs in the
Commons, and particularly when it is considered that the King's
confidential servants cannot derive any support from the House of
Lords which can balance the want of success in the Commons*.4 This
communication was submitted to the Cabinet, whose members offered
to remain in office until their successors were appointed. The King had
already sent for the Duke* of Wellington, who held the reins with Lord
Lyndhurst while awaiting the arrival of Sir Robert Peel.

There are several peculiarities about these events which prevent them
from being regarded as a precedent either for the dismissal of ministers

1 Lord Melbourne's Papers, p. 220.                                 * Hid. p. 222.

3 The above is summarised from the King's own memorandum, printed in Memoirs
of Baron Stockmar, 19 pp. 329-35.              * Lord Melbourne's Papers, pp. 222-3.
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